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ATION CENTER

A SOLID TEAM IN SOMORIA

Managers Continuing Their Mission:

There are no changes to report regarding management. The
sanctuary continues to be jointly managed by Pierrot Mbonzo,
our Congolese Operations Manager, and Stuart Beaman, our
British Chimpanzee Manager. Pierrot is responsible for logistics,
construction, HR and financial oversight, while Stuart focuses on
the daily well-being of the chimpanzees and the direct
supervision and training of the keepers. Stuart and Pierrot are
still assisted by Nicholas Benadzem, our Cameroonian
veterinarian, who ensures the good health of all our residents.
Pierrot and Nicholas continue to share their experiences working
with  primates in their respective countries with our
chimpanzees, while Stuart is already beginning his 13th year at
the CCC!

A Local Staff Combining Experience and Fresh Talent:

This year, Somoria welcomed three new keepers: Amara Camara,
Ibrahima Diabaye, and Laye Jacques Traore. These individuals
have joined the team led by our three head caretakers, Faya
Tolno, Alimou Barry, and Antoine Koundouno, whose leadership
continues to be valued by the managers. Also still with us are
Ibrahima Diallo, Alexis Youmbouno, Ibrahima Sory Toure, Ismael
Cherif, Michel Diakite, Saa Kamano, Pierre Koivogui, Amadou
Barry, Hyacinthe Tolno, Zaoro Gbanamou, Mohamed Diabate,
and Karamo Camara.

We also acknowledge the dedicated service of our drivers,
Souleymane Oularé and Aboubacar Sidiki Camara, and our aides,
Jacques Leno and Boubacar Barry, as well as the promotion of
Jean Kamano to chief technician in recognition of his
outstanding contributions to the site's maintenance and
upkeep.

Building capacity:

Some highly skilled keepers, like Ibrahima and Michel, have had
their skills enhanced to assist the head keepers with complex
tasks such as escapes.

As for our head caretakers, they continue to learn new
techniques and improve their skills. In particular, over the past
year they have improved their use of GPS (photo), which is
especially useful when they go on missions. They have also
continued their training in recording chimpanzee behavior
during integration sessions.
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CHIMPANZEE CONSERVATION CENTER
VOLUNTEERS

The volunteer program evolved in 2025, shifting from alternating volunteer on site to two
volunteers present simultaneously: one for a short term (minimum 1 month) and one for a long
term (4 to 6 months).

Eight European volunteers were thus able to stay in Somoria in 2025 (Maxime, Sarah, Véronique,
Anthony, Claire, Baptiste, Anna, and Evy). Their primary mission was to provide enrichment of the
isolated chimpanzees and to collect images and information necessary for external
communication. We also welcome a tree pruning team! They gave two sets and provided training.
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SPECIAL VISITORS
e April 2025: Jolita Pons, Ambassador of the European Union.

e June-July 2025: Sarah Briée, Board Member and Head of HR at Projet Primates

France.

e November 2025: Camille Delaplace, Director of Projet Primates France.

e Project Primate Inc President who is also the CCC founder and acting director,
Estelle Raballand, has spent 4-5 months on site in 2025.
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CHIMPANZEE CONSERVATION CENTER

THE CCC CHIMPANZEES

EMERGENCY MISSION AT LINSAN

In April 2025, the CCC was contacted urgently regarding a critical situation in
Linsan. A wild female had taken refuge at the military camp in the middle of
town, high up in a tree.

We reacted as quickly as possible despite the distance between the CCC and the
town. Unfortunately, the militaries decided to capture her with a net (picture 1).
Fortunately, Nicholas, the veterinarian, was returning from leave that very
evening, so he was dispatched by the authorities as soon as he arrived at the
airport and went to Linsan that night. He sedated her to completely free her and
check her health, which was very poor. She also had several bullet wounds.
(picture 2)

The original plan was to release her in Pinselly Soya National Park (near Linsan),
but her condition did not allow for this translocation. So she was brought back to
the CCC. She is currently living with two other wild females and will be released
in the Upper Niger National Park during the rainy season (picture 3)
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GROUPS COMPOSITION

In 2025, 63
chimpanzees are
cared for at the

sanctuary.

They live in 10
different living
spaces (dormitories
and enclosures).

OUR BABIES, SIAKA AND MORGANE, ARE HAVING FUN AND
LEARNING .

Our two youngest baby chimpanzees, Morgane (2 years old) and Siaka (18 months
old), have gained a lot of confidence over the past year. Now that they are together
all day, they remain very close to each other, as well as to Michel, their surrogate
father.

They spend long hours playing, climbing, and having fun in the trees and
searching for food. Having spent time with her mother before her capture,
Morgane continues to develop natural behaviors; she reacts when she perceives
danger and uses sticks as tools to search for insects. Little Siaka, the youngest of
the Somoria group, remains very attached to everyone but is also becoming more
independent.

BINGO AND DOURA, BETWEEN
THE NURSERY AND THE FOREST

There's still a strong bond between our
youngest residents, Bingo (6 years old) and
Doura (5 years old) (picture), who have learned
a great deal this year and spend most of their
days in the forest. Bingo is showing his cheerful
and confident nature, while Doura is calmer
and more sensitive. Bingo loves making nests
for the day when he's out, while Doura, not yet
as adventurous, prefers not to stray too far from
the caregivers most of the time.
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: A NEW TERRITORY FOR OUR
THREE MALES: DAN, CED AND
HAKIM

After being integrated, Dan, Ced, and
4 Hakim were the first to use the new
enclosure completed this year. They were
so excited to be out and to explore this
« new wooded enclosure that they spent the
whole day exploring it and feasting on all
the new leaves they could find.. so much
so that they forgot to show up for feeding
timel!

¥ We recently had to move them back to
i their satellite cage while we made some
further improvements to the enclosure.
1 But they soon were given access to the
fence. They will gradually be joined by
others, including females, to form a new
social group.
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Our largest group, consisting of 14 CcOHESION AND LEADERSHIP
chimpanzees, has been marked this year by AMONG THE MOYENS

increasing harmony and remarkable
cohesion. Under the leadership of Noél
(pictured), whose leadership has asserted
itself confidently, the group has overcome
the initial challenges related to female
cohesion. The tensions, once frequent, have
subsided, and Noél now manages conflicts
with natural authority, restoring balance
whenever necessary in the most appropriate
way. The group members, often observed
interacting and moving together,
demonstrate strong cohesion. Lily, a
dominant female with a strong personality,
successfully maintains her role, while Sanka,
despite her attempts to climb the social
ladder, still struggles to assert herself. The
youngest members of the group, César and
Dali, enliven the group and interact
positively between meals, especially by
organizing frequent games. They thus
reinforce a natural and happy group
dynamic.
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POWER STRUGGLES AMONG
THE PETITS

After Hakim's escape, the group initially
went through a period of instability. The
three remaining males, Sam, Rocky, and
Toto, fighting for dominance, sometimes
resulting in intense competition. The
situation then calmed down: Sam
(pictured) seems to be gradually
establishing himself as the dominant
male, although Toto hasn't completely
relinquished his position and continues
to challenge his supremacy. Despite
these challenges, the three males
continue to interact positively and are
often seen playing together during
quieter moments. Among the females,
Tya maintains her dominant position.
Soumba, who joined the group young
and was initially considered the "baby,"
is solidifying her place in the hierarchy,
often refusing to submit and regularly
seeking support against any member
attempting to impose their will on her—
leading to occasional conflicts. The

female Ama, Mouky and Mata, on the
other hand, remain very close and are
often observed grooming each other.

SUCCESFUL INTEGRATION FOR

Douma's (pictured) social Ilife has
improved significantly since he began
living with three females and, once
again, with Panza. The females'
presence has calmed his frustration
behaviors, providing him with stability
and comfort. Panza's return also allows
him to benefit from varied interactions
with another male, enriching his social
dynamics. As a result, Douma, now
more serene, actively participates in
the group's life, whether playing or
resting in their company. This new
arrangement has clearly contributed to
his well-being and emotional balance.
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DYNAMIC INTERACTIONS AND UPCOMING TRANSITIONS
IN ZOE'S GROUP

Zoé's group now has seven
members. Kanda (pictured),
experiencing rapid physical and
behavioral growth, is
increasingly asserting his
dominance over the others and
displaying his authority more
frequently. Given his age and
development, he seems ready to
join a larger group to develop
more complex interactions with
older males. This should be
possible soon, with the progress
we are making on our
infrastructure.

Labé, meanwhile, continues to
# . play the role of peacemaker
. within the group. She regularly
defends and supports the
younger members, thus ensuring
a degree of social stability.

Zoé, on the other hand,
: sometimes faces provocation
v from Kanda and the younger
males. Simon and Marco often
throw objects at her to trigger
chases, but Zoé has the support
of the other females. Her daily
life should become calmer once
Kanda leaves the group.

PROMISING PROSPECTS FOR THE OTHER CHIMPANZEES

Our remaining residents, currently housed in satellite enclosures during
construction, will soon benefit from the new enclosures under construction or
rehabilitation.

These new enclosures will provide them with a richer and more stimulating
environment and allow them to integrate into a new social group. This transition
will significantly improve their well-being and social interactions, two essential
factors for their development.
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CHIMPANZEE ESCAPES

In 2025, the CCC had to deal with “only” eight
escapes.

All the escapees were living in the adult enclosure.
This enclosure, the oldest of the CCC fence, , built in
2001, will be completely renovated in 2026. The
champion escapee is Sita (pictured), with three
escapes in the same month! The presence of wild
females around the enclosures is generally the cause

of escapes...
Hakim

In December 2024, Hakim escaped from his enclosure, lured by a wild female, and
wandered deep into the park. Afterward, although he was sighted several times,
Hakim remained elusive, and each attempt to bring him back unfortunately
ended in failure.

After several months of uncertainty, he just showed up at the supplies spot for
the release site in April 2025!

Since he was alone and it was the high of the dry season and considering he had
lost weight, we decided to bring him back to the center safe and sound. He has
now rejoined Ced and Dan, rediscovering social interaction in a brand new
environment!

[/

HAKIM LE JOUR DES RETROUVAILLES, AUX COTES DE DYLAN
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HEALTH CHECK-UPS AND DENTAL CARE

At the beginning of the year, the CCC hosted a large-scale medical mission
comprised of veterinarians, a biologist and a dentist with her assistant from France
and Spain. Their objective: to conduct comprehensive health assessments (tests,
ultrasounds, specialized dental care, etc.) for each of our residents. These
examinations are crucial for their medical care and health.

We also received a donation of an ultrasound machine and a microscope!

Thank you to Dr.
Emeline Chanovre,
Dr. Jorge Parades,
Dr. Valerie Toussaint,
Franck Eveillard and
the biologiste Angela
‘4 ceballos Caro

|

Dr. Valérie Toussaint and her
assistant Franck Eveillard stayed
at the sanctuary for several
weeks, not only to take care of
the chimpanzees' teeth, but also
those of the sanctuary team,
ensuring the good health of
those who Ilook after our
chimpanzees every day!
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BETTER EATING HABITS FOR OUR CHIMPS

Following an initial study conducted at the CCC on the diet, nutritional intake, and
dietary needs of our chimpanzees, Dr. Nicola Bryson-Morrison is continuing her
efforts to optimize their diet. The main objective is now to incorporate more protein
and fiber into their daily food intake, particularly in the form of pellets made from
locally sourced ingredients. Research will also be conducted to identify suitable plant-
based alternatives for their diet.

Recruitment is currently underway to find a volunteer to work alongside the team to
study the ingredients available on-site.
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In loving memory of

MEEP MEEP

In 2007 wih Estelle Raballand In 2025, a month before her passing

THIS YEAR, WE SAID CGOODBYE TO TWO DEAR MEMBERS
OF THE CCC.

MEEP MEEP PASSED AWAY PEACEFULLY AT THE AGE OF 18.
MEDOR FELL ILL IN BAKARIA, BUT DESPITE OUR CARE,
HE DID NOT SURVIVE.

WE MISS THEM.
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INFRASTRUCTURES

NEW 3.5 HECTARE ENCLOSURE

The construction of a new enclosure for adult chimpanzees, thanks to multiple
grants through PPF, was one of our major achievements in 2025.

Following the project's launch by Mr. Roland Mabiala, construction continued
with locally recruited technical teams (masons and welders) under the
supervision of the CCC maintenance technician (Jean Kamano).

This long-awaited construction provides the adult chimpanzees with an
additional 3.5 hectares of living space.

Construction of the enclosure began at the start of the year, and the first outing
took place on December 25th. A wonderful Christmas present for the
chimpanzees and the team.
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